
• First impression. Know your legislator. Most legislators are part of the silent majority that

support libraries.  Your purpose is to get them to convert their silent support into a more

active and visible role. Learn something about your legislator, committees they serve on,

personal vocation, family, home, etc.  Use this information to forge a "personal link" during

introductory conversation.  The first thing you should say when meeting your legislator is

"Thank You" for being a library supporter.

• Filling the room is not enough, use your voice. Contact your legislator, either by written

letter, email, or a phone call.  Identify the issue or bill by number, title, and sponsor.

Explain your position and give your name, address, and title.

• Stay informed.  Know the issues now.  Don’t wait until an issue or a funding cut threatens

your library.  Build a case articulating the library’s value to the community and your

legislators.  Become aware of issues affecting libraries through the media and by becoming

part of the American Library Association and the Kentucky Public Library Association.

Contact KPLA’s Advocacy Committee and become informed and involved in its effort to

alert Kentucky’s public libraries about issues affecting all libraries.

• Constantly communicate value and consequences, be prepared with facts and
figures in a personalized message they understand.  Develop a brief personalized,

message about the issues in a way your legislator can understand.  The message should

emphasize ways in which the library contributes to making the community a vibrant place to

live, work, and own a business and the way the issues will impact those contributions.  Do
not lecture, make it a conversation with your legislator.  Gather hard data and real

examples to qualify the effects legislation may have on your library when you speak to your

legislators.  Do not use any written materials during the meeting, leave them to support

your points.  Don’t be shy about asking your library’s supporters to communicate the

library’s message.  Hearing from constituents makes more of an impact on legislators.

Members of the library board, Friends organization, and other supporters, as community

members, can lobby with much greater political latitude.

• Reach out to local media.  Send a press release/alert or write a letter to the editor or

opinion article that explains the issues for your library.  This is a good way to inform your

legislator, local policy makers, customers, and your community about the impact of an

issue or funding on your library.  It is important to use the media to broadly publicize your

gratitude to those legislators and officials who strongly support the library.

• Update the KPLA Legislative Committee when you contact your legislator.  If you

send a letter, make a phone call, or visit with your legislator, let the KPLA LAdvocacy

Committee know.  It can help you share your information with other libraries in the state.

• Visit your legislator at home and at the Capitol.  Visit your legislators not only on

Legislative Day in Frankfort, but also when they are at home in their District.  Knowing

where to go and being familiar with where they work can help you use your voice.

• Say thank you.  Recognizing your legislators for supporting the library makes it more likely

they will want to continue working with you because you appreciate what they are doing.

Be sure to promptly send your legislators a personalized thank you note after your meeting.

TIPS FOR TALKING TO YOUR LEGISLATORS

Remember...Every Day Is Legislative Day!



REPRESENTATIVE

YOUR LEGISLATOR’S PROFILE

Name ______________________________________________  District Represented ______

Home Community & County __________________   Occupation _______________________

Key Characteristics of the District

Rural __ Urban __  Mixed __  University/College __ Key Industries __  Population Center(s) __

Key Supporters ______________________________________________________________

Date First Elected ________________   Number of Years Served ______________________

Political Party Affiliation Ideology

Democrat __ Republican __ Independent __ Liberal __ Conservative __ Moderate __

Legislative Positions : Committee/Caucus Leadership and Membership Roles

____________________________________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________  District Represented _______

Home Community & County __________________   Occupation _______________________

Key Characteristics of the District

Rural __ Urban __  Mixed __  University/College __ Key Industries __  Population Center(s) __

Key Supporters ______________________________________________________________

Date First Elected ________________   Number of Years Served ______________________

Political Party Affiliation Ideology

Democrat __ Republican __ Independent __ Liberal __ Conservative __ Moderate __

Legislative Positions: Committee/Caucus Leadership and Membership Roles

____________________________________________________________________________

SENATOR

Legislator information: lrc.ky.gov/Legislators.htm

Legislature organization and administration: lrc.ky.gov/orgadm.htm

Legislature meeting schedules: lrc.ky.gov/schedule.htm or 1-800-633-9650

Bill status: migration.kentucky.gov/services/billwatch or 1-800-840-2835

To leave a message: 1-800-372-7181

To send an e-mail: www.lrc.ky.gov/whoswho/email.htm

To learn more about your legislator, their contact information, and pending

legislation



Who’s Who in the 2010 Legislative Session

Kentucky Public Library’s

SENATE LEADERSHIP

Sen. David L. Williams

(R - Burkesville)

President

Sen. Jerry Rhoads

(D - Madisonville)

Minority Whip

Sen. Katie Kratz Stine

(R - Southgate)

President Pro Tempore

Sen. Robert Stivers

(R - Manchester)

Majority Floor Leader

Sen. Ed Worley

(D - Louisville)

Minority Floor Leader

Sen. Dan Seum

(R - Louisville)

Majority Caucus Chairman

Sen. Johnny Ray Turner

(D - Drift)

Minority Caucus Chairman

Sen. Carroll Gibson

(R - Leitchfield)

Majority Whip

COMMITTEE

APPROPRIATIONS & REVENUE

Sen. Bob Leeper (I), Chair

Sen. Ernie Harris (R), Vice Chair

Sen. David E. Boswell (D)

Sen. Tom Buford (R)

Sen. Denise Harper Angel (D)

Sen. Jimmy Higdon (R)

Sen. Ray S. Jones (D)

Sen. Alice Forgy Kerr (R)

Sen. Vernie McGaha (R)

Sen. R.J. Palmer II (D)

Sen. Joey Pendleton (D)

Sen. Tim Shaughnessy (D)

Sen. Brandon Smith (R)

Sen. Robert Stivers II (R)

Sen. Gary Tapp (R)

Sen. Elizabeth Tori (R)

Sen. Jack Westwood (R)

CAUCUS

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Sen. Brandon Smith (D), Co-chair

Sen. Robin Webb (D), Co-chair

Sen. Walter Blevins (D)

Sen. David Boswell (D)

Sen. Julian Carroll (D)

Sen. Perry Clark (D)

Sen. Julie Denton (D)

Sen. David Givens (R)

Sen. Denise Harper Angel (D)

Sen. Ray S Jones II (D)

Sen. Gerald Neal (D)

Sen. R.J. Palmer II (D)

Sen. Joey Pendleton (D)

Sen. Mike Reynolds (D)

Sen. Jerry Rhoads (D)

Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D)

Sen. Tim Shaughnessy (D)

Sen. Kathy Stein (D)

Sen. Johnny Ray Turner (D)

Sen. Ed Worley (D)



Who’s Who in the 2010 Legislative Session

Kentucky Public Library’s

HOUSE LEADERSHIP

Rep. Greg Stumbo

(D - Prestonsburg)

Speaker

Rep. David Floyd

(R - Bardstown)

Minority Whip

Rep. Larry Clark

(D - Louisville)

Speaker Pro Tempore

Rep. Rocky Adkins

(D - Sandy Hook)

Majority Floor Leader

Rep. Jeff Hoover

(R - Jamestown)

Minority Floor Leader

Rep. Robert Damron

(D - Nicholasville)

Majority Caucus Chairman

Rep. Bob DeWeese

(R - Louisville)

Minority Caucus Chairman

Rep.John Will Stacy

(D - West Liberty)

Majority Whip

COMMITTEE

APPROPRIATIONS & REVENUE

Rep. Rick Rand (D), Chair

Rep. John A. Arnold Jr. (D), Vice Chair

Rep. Bob M. DeWeese (R), Vice Chair

Rep. Harry Moberly Jr. (D), Vice Chair

Rep. Fred Nesler (D), Vice Chair

Rep. Charles Siler (R), Vice Chair

Rep. Arnold Simpson (D), Vice Chair

Rep. Brent Yonts (D), Vice Chair

Rep. Royce W. Adams (D)

Rep. Scott W. Brinkman (R)

Rep. Dwight D. Butler (R)

Rep. James R. Comer Jr. (R)

Rep. Jesse Crenshaw (D)

Rep. Mike Denham (D)

Rep. Danny Ford (R)

Rep. Derrick Graham (D)

Rep. Keith Hall (D)

Rep. Jimmie Lee (D)

Rep. Reginald Meeks (D)

Rep. Lonnie Napier (R)

Rep. Sannie Overly (D)

Rep. Don Pasley (D)

Rep. Marie Rader (R)

Rep. Jody Richards (D)

Rep. Tommy Thompson (D)

Rep. Tommy Turner (R)

Rep. Jim Wayne (D)

Rep. Alecia Webb-Edgington (R)

Rep. Ron Weston (D)

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Rep. Bob Damron (D), Co-Chair)

Rep. Bob DeWeese (R), Co-Chair)

Rep. Royce Adams (D)

Rep. Mike Cherry (D)

Rep. Jim DeCasare (R)

Rep. Teddy Edmonds (D)

Rep. Jim Glenn (D)

Rep. Jeff Hoover (R)

Rep. Dennis Keene (D)

Rep. Charlie Miller (D)

Rep. Tanya Pullin (D)

Rep. Marie Rader (R)

Rep. Rick Rand (D)

Rep. Steve Riggs (D)

Rep. Sal Santoro (R)

Rep. John Will Stacy (D)

Rep. Ken Upchurch (R)

Rep. Susan Westrom (D)

Rep. Addia Wuchner (R)

CAUCUS


